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B O O K  C L U B  Q U E S T I O N S

1. Contemporary Salem is a safe haven for neo-witches, greatly enhancing the city’s tourist trade, but there 
are many who want to “ditch the witch.” Could a modern-day witch hunt happen in Salem again, and, if so, 
what might it look like? Are witch hunts happening in other parts of the world?

2. “You know who you are, you have always been other,” Rose writes in her Book of Trees. In what way is 
each character in the book “other”?  Rose later claims  every culture, and every individual, harbors a  
prejudice against those they consider “other.” Do you agree? 

3. Callie longs for a home and family, and particularly for a mother figure, after having lost her own mother 
at a young age. How does Callie fulfill that dream, and at what cost?

4. Is the banshee a goddess or a monster? Its power seems to reside in a woman’s raised voice. How does 
that power manifest in the hands of the different characters? 

5.  At one point in the story, Rose tells Callie not to “court the strike.” What does she mean, and why is this 
important to the story?

6. Social media is both a resource and a curse in the novel. The wealth of available information helps Raf-
ferty with his case, but the opinions of anonymous posters condemn Rose, mirroring Salem’s accusers of 
1692. Discuss the positive and negative impacts of social media.  

7. Brunonia Barry, who lives in Salem, is often surprised by the generational guilt the city still suffers for the 
1692 witch hangings. In what ways does this manifest in the story? 

8. Sound and vibration figure in The Fifth Petal, with a capacity to both hurt and heal. How does the  
banshee’s killer sound relate to vibration and music therapy? How does the music of the spheres that  
Callie hears during meditation relate to the ancient music heard in Matera? 

9. Religion played a huge role in 1692 Salem, as did misogyny and fear of the unknown.  Discuss Rose’s quote: 
“Tell me what you want, and I’ll tell you who you think you are. Tell me what you fear, and I’ll tell you who 
you really are.”

10. Trees symbolize both the interconnectedness of all life and the roots of humanity in this story. How does 
the sacred oak help Rose, and what is the significance of the Tree of Life? What does it mean to Callie in her 
translation of Rose’s Book of Trees? 



S A L E M  M A P  L O C A T I O N S

P R O C T O R ’ S  L E D G E :  Boston Street. Recently verified as the real location of Salem’s 1692 witch trial 
hangings. A 2017 memorial is planned to commemorate the innocent victims. 

S A L E M  W I T C H  T R I A L S  M E M O R I A L :  Liberty Street. Behind the Burying Point Cemetery.  
A serene spot where tourists gather to see memorials dedicated to each of Salem’s innocent victims.

S A L E M  C O M M O N :  A town gathering spot and center of Salem Common Historic District. 

E VA’ S  L A C E  R E A D E R  T E A R O O M  ( F I C T I O N A L ) :  Across from the Salem Common. Business  
is located inside the mansion that was left to Towner Whitney. Callie lives upstairs when she first returns  
to Salem. Rose’s oak tree sits in the courtyard. Towner and Rafferty live in the coach house behind 
the mansion.

H A W T H O R N E  H O T E L :  Washington Square. Historic hotel mentioned in the novel. Sits across the 
common from Eva’s Lace Reader Tearoom. 

S A L E M  W I T C H  M U S E U M :  Washington Square. Across from the common. Salem’s most  
visited museum.

S T A T U E  O F  R O G E R  C O N A N T:  Across from the Salem Witch Museum. A much-photographed 
statue of Salem’s founding father that tourists often mistaken for a witch.

S H O P  O F  S H A D O W S  ( F I C T I O N A L ) :  Pickering Wharf location of Ann’s witch shop and Mickey’s 
pirate shop. Though both stores are fictional, there are many witch and pirate shops in the area. Ann’s shop 
was inspired by Artemisia Botanicals at 3 Hawthorne Blvd.

D E R B Y  W H A R F :  Site of Eva’s boathouse and historical center of Salem’s shipping trade. Ann’s coven 
sometimes performs spells at the end of the wharf which extends far into Salem Harbor. Also the site of 
Friendship of Salem, a replica of a 200-year-old sailing vessel.

R O S E ’ S  H O U S E  ( F I C T I O N A L ) :  Daniel Street. House on Salem Harbor where Rose lived with the 
Goddesses; now fallen into disrepair and condemned. Stands out among the pristinely restored homes of 
the Derby Historic District. 

C H E S T N U T  S T R E E T:  Eleanor Roosevelt dubbed it “the most beautiful street in America.” Part of the 
historic McIntyre District where Helen Barnes lives. Also the route of the witches’ Halloween candlelight 
vigil and the site of Phillips House’s pirate party.

( C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E )



S A L E M  M A P  L O C A T I O N S ( C O N T I N U E D )

G R E E N L A W N  C E M E T A R Y:  57 Orne Street. Historic property. Burial site of Callie’s mother and the 
other Goddesses. 

C U S T O M S  H O U S E :  Derby Street. Historic site across from Derby Wharf. Nathanial Hawthorne 
worked here as a clerk. 

T H E  H O U S E  O F  S E V E N  G A B L E S :  Turner Street. Historic harborside property made famous by 
Hawthorne’s novel. Open to the public. 

T H E  W I T C H  H O U S E :  310 Essex Street. Historic landmark and the home of one of the judges from 
Salem’s witch trials. Open to the public.

T H E  S A L E M  A T H E N A E U M :  337 Essex Street. Membership library. Cultural center founded in 1810. 
Collection features 50,000 volumes on diverse topics. Open to the public. 

E S S E X  S T R E E T  P E D E S T R I A N  W A L K W AY:  Center of Salem’s Halloween celebration. Visitor’s 
Center, PEM, and the Heritage Trail.

P E M :  161 Essex Street. World-class Peabody Essex Museum. One of Salem’s cultural centers. Features an 
extensive maritime collection and Yin Yu Tang:  A Chinese House. 

S H O P  O F  S H A D O W S  ( F I C T I O N A L ) :  95 Margin Street. Rafferty’s workplace and the jail where Rose 
is briefly held. 

S A L E M  W I L L O W S :  Old-fashioned mini amusement park at the end of Fort Ave. Adjacent to the  
Victorian enclave where Rafferty owns a rental fixer upper. Features Skee Ball, chop suey, sandwiches,  
and the best popcorn anywhere. 

Y E L L O W  D O G  I S L A N D :  May Whitney’s home and site of the shelter for abused women and  
children. Towner grew up here. 

P R I D E ’ S  H E A R T  ( F I C T I O N A L ) :  Route 127, Pride’s Crossing, Beverly. The Whiting mansion. Largest 
and most elegant property in Pride’s Crossing. Callie lives there after leaving Salem. 
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